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1.  No swimming, skiing, or personal watercraft (ie. 
jet skis) are authorized in Lunga Reservoir.

2. A Lunga Park Motorboat Operator’s License 
is required for anyone operating an MCCS 
motorboat.

3. The dam and its structural features are off 
limits to all personnel. However, fishing from 
boats near the dam is authorized, unless posted 
otherwise.

4.  Buoys (water markers) are located down each leg 
of the reservoir marking buffer zones for firing 
ranges. All boaters must check daily with either 
Range Control or Lunga Park Staff for access 
beyond buoys.

5. Maximum capacity for all watercraft is not 
to exceed the Coast Guard approved weight 
allowance for each respective boat.

6. A Coast Guard approved life jacket/vest will 
be worn at all times by all persons in MCCS 
watercraft underway.

7. The distress signal in an emergency for all boats 
on the reservoir, is waving an oar overhead. All 
persons in such situations should attempt to stay 
in their boat until help arrives. All boaters will 
render assistance to other boaters in need of help. 
The Lunga Patrol will assist boaters as necessary.

8. Maintain a low wake when passing other 
watercraft or entering dock areas.

9. Upon receipt of an adverse weather warning, 
the Lunga Park staff will use the Patrol Boat and 
warning horn to notify all boaters to go to the 
nearest safe shore.

10. MCCS boat use is authorized only during 
daylight hours.

11. The individual who signs out the boat for any 
group will be held responsible for the safe 
operation of that boat and ensure all regulations 
are observed. Patrons should consider this prior 
to allowing other individuals to use a craft they 
have signed out.

Boating Education
In 2007, the Virginia General Assembly enacted a law 
to establish a boating safety education compliance 
requirement. Although the boating safety education 
applies to operators of personal watercraft 
motorboats of 10 hp and greater, it is still considered 
beneficial to learn safe boating practices. Boating 
safety classes are available throughout the year on 
Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries 
(VDGIF) website.

www.dgif.virginia.gov

VDGIF administers an 8-hour course covering the 
following boating basics:

	 •	Boat	Types
	 •	Legal	Requirements
	 •	Navigation	Rules
	 •	Preparation
	 •	Accidents	and	Special	Topics

If interested in registering for or learning more about 
this course, please call the VDGIF at 804-367-1125, or 
visit their website.

VDGIF also supports boating courses offered by 
the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary (the volunteer 
organization of the U.S. Coast Guard) and the U.S. 
Power Squadrons (a volunteer boating education 
association). These courses are more extensive, 
but cover the same areas listed above, as well as 
additional topics of:

	 •	Weather
	 •	Radio-telephone
	 •	Locks	and	Dams
	 •	Knot	Tying,	etc...

To obtain information about local classes with the 
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary or the Power Squadrons, 
please call 800-245-BOAT (2628).

Boating and Fishing
Lunga Park is stocked with Bass, Blue Gill, Pickerel, 
Catfish,	White	Perch,	and	Walleye	for	great	sport	
fishing. Prior to fishing on Quantico Base, patrons 
are required to obtain a Base Fishing License and 
a Virginia Fishing License. Licenses can be bought 
at the Lunga Park General Store or in the Sporting 
Goods Department at the Marine Corps Exchange. 
Bait and tackle are available at the Lunga Park 
General Store, during the fishing season. Many types 
of watercraft are available for issue at Lunga Park for 
a nominal fee, including canoes, aqua cycles, kayaks, 
motorboats, paddleboats, and rowboats.

For more information, visit Lunga’s website at 
www.quantico.usmc-mccs.org/Lunga 

or call the Lunga Park office at 
703-784-5270.
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Meeting Head On
When	two	motorboats	approach	each	other	head-on,	
each must turn to starboard and pass port-to-port. 
When	two	motorboats	approach	each	other,	and	it	is	
clear that no collision hazard exists, they may pass 
on either side.

Swimming

ABSOLUTELY  NO SWIMMING 
IN LUNGA RESERVOIR.

Swimming, wading, skiing, jet skis, and wind 
surfers are NOT AUTHORIZED at Lunga Reservoir. 
Lunga is a man-made lake with virtually no bottom 
structure and deep layers of clay and silt that can 
entrap people and objects on the bottom that could 
inflict injury. Many areas of the lake are relatively 
shallow and the mud bottom is within easy reach. It 
is imperative that boaters STAY IN THE BOAT.

Welcome
     to

Rules of Navigation
Our goal is to ensure that everyone has a 
safe and enjoyable experience at Lunga 
Park. Infractions of safety regulations and/
or abuse of equipment such as: horseplay, 
ramming boats, splashing other boats, 
doing “donuts”, playing tag, or annoying 
other patrons, will result in forfeiture of 
boating privileges and/or disciplinary 
action.

Over half of the boats involved in accidents 
crash into other boats or some immovable 
object. Facts show that most of these 
accidents happen because the boat operator 
wasn’t looking ahead! In other cases, the 
operator was looking ahead, but didn’t 
know what to do!

By learning and following the “Rules of the 
Water	Roads”,	the	rest	should	be	easy!

Alcohol and Drugs

Patrons under the  
influence of 

alcohol or drugs 
are restricted from use 

of any watercraft.

Crossing
When	two	motorboats	are	going	to	cross,	the	boat	
that has the other vessel on its starboard side is the 
give-way vessel and must stay clear; slowing down 
if necessary. The other vessel is considered the stand-
on vessel and must hold course and speed.

Boat Loading Commandments

“Verily I Say Unto Thee...Spreadith out the people and things 

evenly in thy little boat for he that 
spreadith the load not wisely bringeth 

much woe unto himself and the Lunga 

Patrol.
Wisest is he that keepeth the whole 

load in his boat as low as possible. Thy 

first command to thy people in the boat 

shall be “SIDDOWN”!Suffer thee not the fools who 
would ride on the bow for they are 

nonbelievers and are not long for this 

world.
Regard not the number of seats in 

thy boat, for oft they mislead and may 

bring thee to the sin of overloading.”

The Law...

Ignorance of the law is no excuse.

If you operate a motorboat you need to know the 
laws. Operating a motorboat for watercraft while 
under the influence of alcohol or drugs is a serious 
violation of law.

Virginia’s law states that boat operators with blood 
alcohol concentrations of .08% or more by weight or 
volume, shall be presumed to be under the influence 
of alcoholic intoxicants.

Protect Yourself...

Don’t allow a drinking boater to make you and/or 
your passengers fatality statistics. Be alert to what 
other boaters are doing and steer clear of boaters 
who may be abusing alcohol and/or drugs. Report 
violators to the Lunga Patrol.

Commonwealth of Virginia
Unlawful Acts

(Excerpts)

•	Reckless	operation	of	a	boat
•	Operating	a	boat	while	intoxicated
•	Failure	to	obey	regulatory	water	markers
•	Operating	a	motorboat	with	passenger’s	riding	

bow, gunwale, or transom
•	Depositing,	throwing,	or	discharging	any	refuse	

matter of any kind into the water

Overtaking
In an overtaking situation, the vessel being 
overtaken has the right-of-way and must hold course 
and speed. The overtaken vessel is the stand-on 
vessel. You can pass on either side. The best side is 
the safe side. Increase speed, turn to the safest side, 
cross the wake carefully and pass well clear of the 
other vessel. 

Under Federal Law...

•	Sailboats	have	the	right-of-way	over	motorboats	
unless they are the overtaking vessels

•	Canoes	and	rowboats	have	the	right-of-way	
over sailboats


